Calderdale Community Forum and Infrastructure Partnership

Stronger sub block meeting.

Minutes.

Wednesday 28th August 2008.
	Present:     
Soo Nevison – VAC CEO 

Mark Woodhead – Active Faith Communities
Clare Jones- Women’s Centre and CCF
Julian Hadlow – GroundFloor Project
Louise Castro- Todmorden Together
                     Irene Naylor – B’house & district Community Forum
 Apologies;

                           John Shepherd- Action Halifax

                           Mohamed Aslam – BME Network

           Jayne Leech-  CCF

                           Paul Owens  - CCF 

Irene Naylor – B’house & district Com forum Chris Hollins-  Fit4funding

Megan Vickery- CFFC

David Wears      WYLC

                                                          PERS

                                                          WYCAS


	Action 

	1. Welcome and introduction – Soo welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies – see above

3. Minutes of last meeting agreed with following amendments:

· Add Active Faith to Mark Woodhead’s name
· Item 5 – insert full stop after government

· Item 6 – amend para 2 to Mainstreaming Equalities

4.  Matters arising : 
· Item 5  Action – CJ to contact Sarah Manfredi requesting a presentation about outcome of Area Forums to CCF Strategy Group 

· Item 6 – Soo has confirmed with WYLDA that CIP and Stronger Subgroup can merge.
·              - Action – SN to email Paul re contacting      Vivienne at WYLDA re website uploading 

· Meeting with LSP officers has been postponed

· Representative still needed to be identified for Mainstreaming Equalities

· WYLDA membership issues are still being finalised. 
5. Soo to send out a draft merged Terms of Reference for agreement at next meeting.

6. NI7  Revised Action Plan discussed including the role of a Third Sector Strategy Officer and Third Sector Research.
Agreed that Soo to email Kersten with proposal for consultant to undertake 360 degree type research including VCS and their partners. This will provide information base for first year priorities of a Strategy Officer. A Task and Finish Group to meet to take research project forward. Soo, Clare and Louise expressed intrest and a regional member would also be invited.

7. Job description for NI 7 post - Soo to find other relevant job descriptions 
8. Third Sector Strategy – Soo is waiting for central government funded research from Bolton CVS which pulls together national policies and strategies relating to Third Sector. WYLDA will be pulling together key themes for 
West Yorkshire and our local strategy will need to link with these. 
Discussion around Calderdale as predominantly rural area.

9. Any Other Business

a. Commissioning  Report from Directory for Social Change highlights how smaller groups are being increasingly excluded through commissioning processes.

Soo updated on the PCT commissioning development pilots
b. Transfer of Community Assets – the sector has very little information on this. Soo to approach Mark Thompson for information on this.

c. VCS Advice Forum – Ian Watson from CAB is convening meeting of Third Sector advice providers to consider issues of common interest. 
10.          General comments and agreement identifying that smaller community groups are being inappropriately pressured to go through possibly unnecessary developmental hoops, such as charity registration and business planning.

11. BASIS 2  - submission closing date today. 2 regional bids and 2 West Yorksire wide bids are being submitted. The latter strand includes Human Resources, Community Accountancy, Rural development and Funding Advice/capacity building( with emphasis on community buildings). Application outcome due in January.
Date of next meeting –Wednesday 8th October 2008, at 10am at  VAC 
	CJ
SN
SN
SN
SN
SN


